mn‘sunvm OF THe UNIT D :m'e @ s v

- ’ ". 26 a ;
20: Departmsnt of State | B2/~ 0 7. :

. SUBJ: Act Minteter OF Foreign iffairs' Views on Invlvement |

o of td in Abdullah's Assaasination. T

;t"} Bhakr ale-.s ., Aeting ..:ist. r “or Foveign Affairs,

N wld e im an informal convers. =luv this mern that the

54 Iraq Covernment h.a seut %w: Irayl CID men to Ammar \o sit

in on the Board of lnquiry .ealing with thc recent . ~sassin.
ation of King Abaulluh, i salec th-.¢ Lhe evidence pointed
to tne Muf'ti anu ds «. 63 3G tnit preparations were 8o
thorough that two of the ~.:sussin's ac:::suua were dis-
‘ coverse %. have besen st-r..: . Ly with renades for
use i the assasaints p’stol aiteapt had failed, HWe also
sadd that a 11st of nar:s hud been discovered and that the
Regent and Nuri Pcsha were prominent among those to be
] sed of . Extra precusutions are in force with regard
te , who departed thiz woriing for the summer resors
Siruank, and these would continue us long 88 necessary.

Shekr Pasha said that he would ask the British Anbassa-
dor to request that specisl meuasures de taken for the
protection of the Hegent while in the United Kingdom,

Shakr Pasha told me that -6 portonally was satisfied
that the Mufti was .mplicuted uud that he Zelt the Soviets
wore mo skillfully benind th - scenes to use the hufci
te create diserders in the irab stiates, He thought the
Mafts hoped to advance his person.. fortunes by removing
Abdullah from the scene c¢nd th.t in some mevner he aight
oreate an opportunity to .t into the Jorden picture.
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Comment: I am not vntirel: convirced thut 3Shakr
Pasha's stated delic? * .1t the Joviets verm workinm, troind
the scene on the Muft. .. vholly genuine, and cort. {:': he
did 20 claim that any c-'neret ¢vidence was browg .t 1 ward
to substantiate it. it if :tuniard prictice on the pas: of
most high Iregqi officiuls with whom ! ueal vo brin. Lhe
Soviets into the pictuse uii very occusion where 4t adpghe
be phuiblo. 1.!“01;’. 4 Liank, b point up Inq‘lz feeds
for milivtury and other ussistance,

while the Soviets ...v of ¢ .ree :.ite capable ci tai
involved, 1 um rather Liclined to view the .ufti's racivities -
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as independently concuved and directed against Zionism
and the West, ss champions of Zionism in Arad eyea; aleo
against an Arav leaders, =uch as Abdullah, who wish to
try to deal in any fo:m with lsrael, In the second degree
the Mufsi would be against those Arabs who are close to
the British or the United 3States, both of whom are held
:;o u{lo by all Arabs, high and low, for the creation
srael, :
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